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In the Spotlight 

Welcome to 2021 

 

Welcome everybody to our first newsletter for the ANZ Guideline Network for 2021. To those who 

have recently joined our network,  a very warm welcome to you all.  We look forward to meeting 

and collaborating with you over the course of this year and beyond. In 2020, we launched the ANZ 

Guideline Network and have quickly grown, and developed a centre hub of resources with our 

website, and our inaugural webinar. 

 

As part of our strategic planning for our network, we have revised our aims and goals for the 

network, which can be accessed on our website. To help us achieve these aims, this year we are 

planning a number of activities to support the network and also to provide opportunities to meet 

likeminded people in this field to promote collaboration and sharing of knowledge. To this end, we 

aim to deliver webinars and masterclasses throughout the year to offer learning opportunities and 

the chance to meet other individuals within the network. In addition, we plan to ramp up our social 

media presence and encourage you to follow us on Twitter and join the conversation. Of course, we 

will continue to keep you all up-to-date with all of our activities through this newsletter as well. 

https://anz-guideline-network.webnode.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-2ivnFvo-E&t=528s
https://anz-guideline-network.webnode.com/about/
https://twitter.com/gin_anz


We are also very keen to hear from you regarding how best we can serve you as part of this 

network. If you have any suggestions, reflections, advice or questions for our network, please do 

reach out to us at a-nz@g-i-n.net. 

 

Finally, I must say a big thank you to all of our steering committee and network members, who have 

provided critical insights and volunteered their time to the establishment of the network and our 

ongoing activities even in the most strangest of years. 

We look forward to connecting with you all again throughout the course of this year as we continue 

to provide an inclusive space for guideline developers, evidence implementers and others interested 

in evidence-based healthcare across our region. 

 

 Zachary Munn 

ANZ Guideline Network Chair on Behalf of the ANZ Guideline Network Steering Committee 

 

 

First Nations-led Guideline Dev - Supporting Prevention and 

Management COVID19 in Primary Healthcare Webinar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-2ivnFvo-E&t=346s 

 

Watch the First Nations-led Guideline Dev - Supporting Prevention and Management COVID19 in 

Primary Healthcare webinar here.  

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has brought the role of evidence, methods and trustworthiness of 

advice into sharp focus. With this, an urgent need to address significant gaps in culturally-responsive 

evidence-based guidance to support healthcare for First Nations people during the COVID-19 

pandemic was identified. To respond to this issue a collaboration was formed and is being led by 

First Nations organisations, researchers and clinicians actively involved in the COVID-19 response. 

This collaboration works together to provide practical and timely advice for primary healthcare 

mailto:a-nz@g-i-n.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-2ivnFvo-E&t=346s


teams supporting prevention and management for First Nation's people across Australia. This 

webinar discusses the experience of those leaders involved in the collaboration to produce 

culturally-responsive guidance. It also describes the key features of the celebrated broader First 

Nations-led response to the pandemic. 

 

Do guidelines make a difference? 

NHMRC is currently seeking the views of guideline developers about guideline impact: what does 
impact mean to you, how you collect or use impact data and how do you evaluate it? For more 
information and to provide comment please go to: Do guidelines make a difference? 

A Guidelines for Guidelines module on Transparency is currently available for consultation. NHMRC 
welcomes comments and feedback via email to the Clinical Guidelines team.  

 

Updates from the National Heart Foundation of Australia 

Research funding 

As Australia’s largest non-government funder of high impact heart health research, we are 

increasing our overall research spend to $60 million during 2021-2023. We fund innovative and 

world-class research programs, exploring issues related to heart disease in the areas of biomedical, 

clinical, public health and health services. Our portfolio includes six programs in the forms of grants, 

scholarships, and fellowships to support the careers of cardiovascular researchers. We also identify 

and fund gaps in cardiovascular research in the form of Strategic Grants. 

 

To learn more about our 2021 funding opportunities, please visit our website: 

https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/research-funding-available 

 

 

New Absolute Cardiovascular Disease Risk Clinical Guidelines in Development 

Research funding 

As Australia’s largest non-government funder of high impact heart health research, we are 
increasing our overall research spend to $60 million during 2021-2023. We fund innovative and 
world-class research programs, exploring issues related to heart disease in the areas of biomedical, 
clinical, public health and health services. Our portfolio includes six programs in the forms of grants, 
scholarships, and fellowships to support the careers of cardiovascular researchers. We also identify 
and fund gaps in cardiovascular research in the form of Strategic Grants. 
 
To learn more about our 2021 funding opportunities, please visit our website: 
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/research-funding-available 
 
 
 
 

Grow our network! 

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelinesforguidelines/do-guidelines-make-difference
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelinesforguidelines/plan/transparency
mailto:mailto:clinicalguidelines@nhmrc.gov.au
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/research-funding-available
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/research-funding-available


We are looking to develop an extensive network of Australian and New Zealand Guideline 

Developers. We would like to hear from you what you would like from this network. 

If you have any suggestions, please email a-nz@g-i-n.net.  

 

Highlight your Guideline with us 

If you have recently developed a guideline that you would like to highlight with the ANZ guideline 

network. Send through a 200-word summary describing your guideline, its impact (or potenital 

future impact), and the process of developing it. Please also list the key contributors/organisations 

and their twitter accounts and if possible any peer-reviewed articles or white papers which we can 

link our network for further information. 

Send this information to a-nz@g-i-n.net. 

 

Training and Events 

 

Register for the ANZ GIN Webinar  

 

Using the GRADE approach in guideline development 

 A workshop designed for those developing guidance for clinical practice or policy. The course 

introduces the principles of the GRADE approach, assessing the certainty of evidence, and making 

recommendations using the evidence to decisions framework. To see when the next course is in 

Melbourne click here, or Adelaide click here. 

 

mailto:a-nz@g-i-n.net
mailto:a-nz@g-i-n.net
https://adelaide.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vfxCz21rRuSaxJ1Ic0ZmSQ
http://melbournegradecentre.org/#training
https://joannabriggs.org/grade/training_and_events


International Guideline Development 

Credentialing & Certification Program 

 

 

 

INGUIDE is a comprehensive, evidence-based, and up-to-date training program for guideline 

recommendation and development. It is the product of a joint partnership between leaders in the 

field of guideline development - Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) , a global network of 

guideline producing organizations and guideline participants, and world-renowned experts in 

guideline research, development and implementation at McMaster University’s Department of 

Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact. 

For more information and to register, click here 

 

Publications 

Weekly updates of national living evidence-based guidelines: methods for the Australian living 

guidelines for care of people with COVID-19 

Britta Tendal et al 2020  

 

GRADE approach to drawing conclusions from a network meta-analysis using a partially 

contextualised framework  

Romina Brignardello-Petersen et al 2020   

 

Challenges in applying the GRADE approach in public health guidelines and systematic reviews: A 

concept paper from the GRADE Public Health Group 

Michele Hilton Boon et al 2021 

 

Managing conflicts of interest in the development of health guidelines 

Traversy et al 2021 

https://g-i-n.net/
https://hei.mcmaster.ca/
https://hei.mcmaster.ca/
https://inguide.org/
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31174-4/fulltext%20 
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31174-4/fulltext%20 
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3907
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3907
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33476768/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33476768/
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/193/2/E49


 

Applying GRADE for diagnosis revealed methodological challenges: an illustrative example for 

guideline developers 

Tuut et al 2020  

 

Validating the “feasibility, acceptability, cost, and equity” instrument using stakeholder 

perceptions of feasibility, acceptability, cost, and equity in guideline implementation 

Pottie et al 2020  

 

Guidelines rarely used GRADE and applied methods inconsistently: A methodological study of 

Australian guidelines 

Barker et al 2020 

 

Using GRADE evidence to decision frameworks to choose from multiple interventions 

Thomas Piggott et al 2020  

 

A framework for practical issues was developed to inform shared decision-making tools and 

clinical guidelines 

Anja Fog Heen et al 2021 

  

Minimal important difference estimates for patient-reported outcomes: A systematic survey 

Alonso Carrasco-Labra et al 2020  

 

Variations in the care of agitated patients in Australia and New Zealand ambulance services  

Dhanya Nambiar et al 2019 

 

Share are newsletter! 

  

 

https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31199-9/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31199-9/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31189-6/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31189-6/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31156-2/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31156-2/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(20)31155-0/fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435620311410
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435620311410
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33321175/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1742-6723.13431

